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The attitude of the Liberal Government, which ruled
Roumania from December 1933 to November 1937,
towards the Iron Guard movement was exceedingly
obscure. They had suppressed it on the eve of the
election in December 1933, but it at once reappeared
as the "All for the Fatherland" movement under
General Cantacuzino; everyone, however, continued
to refer to the Iron Guard, for no one had taken the
suppression seriously. The Liberals were frightened of
the unrest which the slump had necessarily provoked,
and the state of nerves induced by German propaganda
among the ruling classes everywhere had the excuse
in Roumania that, if there were few Roumanian
Communists, Russia was next door; it was possible,
too, if one insisted upon doing so, to decry certain
Jewish intellectuals and the Left Wing of the Tsar-
anists led by Dr. Lupu as "bolshevik." In fact the
Peasant Party as a whole remained the most formidable
political opponent of the Liberals, for it was believed
to retain the support of a clear majority of the people,
all the Nazi propaganda and Codreanu hero-worship
notwithstanding. The Roumanian Ministers, there-
fore, reacted like many other authorities in the face of
a totalitarian offensive; they secretly helped it a little
and at the same time they took certain dictatorial steps
themselves, such as the introduction and maintenance
of martial law, which might be regarded as impeding
Iron Guard activities but which in fact proved more
irksome to the National Peasant Party. Indeed at this
time anti-Semitic demonstrations were much more
leniently treated than democratic demonstrations,
which were actually in more exact accord with the
spirit of the constitution. The ambiguity of the
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